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Allow me to welcome you to your last phase of advanced study in the honors English track.  
Congratulations on your past achievements!  This last course will be radically different from the 
other three as most of the material is non-fiction, and you will be practicing reviewing essays, 
speeches, autobiographies, movies, historical documents, as well as exploring a non-literary 
topic and debating with a partner.  If you wish, please see me for 1984.  “Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail” is available on-line.  Fast Food Nation is now available at McKay’s or you 
can buy it new from any bookstore.  If you would like to buy both books, that is fine.  You are 
then able to “mark” the books as you choose.  Please do not mark in any book that I lend you.  
Thanks in advance for your cooperation.  Your reports will be due on your arrival the first 
day of class.  Each report should be approximately three to four typed pages, so develop 
your discussion! 
 
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King 

This letter served as a forerunner to King’s August 1963 “I Have a Dream” 
speech.  He addresses other clergymen in the area and makes use of extensive 
rhetorical devices and figurative language in speaking of the inequalities of blacks 
and whites.  
Alt Text: Any biography about MLK 

Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser 
This non-fictional profile of the nation’s fast food industry outlines not only the 
United States’ obesity problem but other concerns brought on by the rising of the 
good old burger to our diets to include immigration, school hours, farming and 
beyond. 

 Alt Text: The Future of Life by Edward O. Wilson 
1984 by George Orwell 

How much do you love Big Brother and how much do you like the idea of having 
no space and privacy to yourself?  In this prophetic novel, Orwell explores the 
existential theme of freedom, order and alienation in a futuristic setting. 
Alt Text: Brave New World by Aldus Huxley 
 

1. The General Steps for all readings: DO NOT MISS THIS BELOW! 
 
Upon finishing the reading, complete the following tasks: 
For EACH of the writings identify briefly the thesis or claim; the tone; the purpose; the evidence 
(i.e., data or statistics); whether the appeal is primarily emotional, ethical, or logical; the targeted 
audience; and the general style.  When the above observations are complete, perform the specific 
task for each work: 
  
 
 



2. The Specific Steps for individual readings: 
 
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail” The letter is available on-line in nearly any search engine; 
however, if you need a “hard copy, I can provide it.  Write a short introduction and give the basic 
facts of King’s life.  Describe at least five (5) examples of allusion, five (5) examples of 
parallelism and five (5) examples of figurative language to include similes, metaphors and 
personification as they apply.  Second, in a separate section, review his letter for its 1) use of 
literary device above and 2) logical, ethical and emotional appeals by applying your own value 
judgments. 
 
Fast Food Nation:  Ummm, love that Big Mac?  Look at the underlying issues in this account of 
the old familiar “happy meal” and research a secondary issue brought about by the prevalence of 
fast food.  Some examples include the obvious rise in obesity in our nation.  You may wish to 
look at this chain’s labor, marketing, environmental, nutrition, food safety, and rights of illegal 
immigrants and animals.  After you have found at least five (5) sources, prepare a short essay 
where you formulate an argument for or against McDonald’s (or another of your choice) fast 
food based on your findings. Please include a works cited page listing your sources, and 
remember to cite any paraphrased material and all quotations you use in the report itself. 
 
1984: Reread “Book Two, Chapter IX”. (Obviously read the whole book!  You WILL enjoy this 
one!) Analyze what Orwell means by “War is Peace,” Freedom is Slavery,” and “Ignorance is 
Strength.”  How do these slogans illustrate the theme of the book and Orwell’s basic political 
philosophy?  You may wish to treat the third slogan “Freedom is Slavery” as a secondary point 
in your discussion. 
 
 


